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Ito asked: "How far do you expect them to pursue the Russians,
Yamagata?"

"Well, considerably beyond Mukden. I think if we give them chase
as far as the heights of Tiehling or Kaiyuan, that will be far enough.
We can't follow them too far, either. Should the war continue after
we take Mukden, we must reshape our army before we go on."

"If we don't succeed in this battle-" Ito began.

"Oh, Ito, if that happens you won't see me any more. In apology to
His Majesty and the people I will commit harakm like a samurai.
If we lose that decisive combat, say in die beginning of March, then
in a month or two the Russian Baltic Armada will steam up into Vladi-
vostok. Oh, that makes me shiver, Ito."

"Well, Yamagata, I hope that whether you win at Mukden or not,
Admiral Togo who has been dependable so far, will trim the Baltic
Fleet somehow so that they won't disturb our shores and our communi-
cation with the mainland."

All of them scowled.

"Ito, how does Korea stand?"

"Korea is in perfect accord with us, Yamagata. See, soon after the
opening of the war our Minister to Korea, Hayashi, concluded an alli-
ance with the Souel Court. Then I went there as His Majesty's special
envoy last March. At that time the Korean Government and die people,
who had firmly believed in Russian supremacy, were already pro-
Nippon because of our continued victories over the Czar's forces.
Then I went back again in July to further our friendly relationship
with her. In the meantime, on May 19, Korea declared war against the
Czar, too. And ever since we are growing closer to each other."

Yamagata beamed, "You mean to say that she is gradually falling
into our hands."

"This latest issue of the paper states that Admiral Togo's United
Imperial Fleet, between 2 P.M. yesterday, May 27, and this evening,
after ten fierce battles at Tsushima Straits and the Nippon Sea, cap-
tured and disabled eight Russian batdeships, five cruisers, five destroy-
ers, three coast defense ships, three special service ships and two hospi-
tal ships. Only three Russian warcrafts, a light cruiser and two destroy-
ers, all crippled, reached Vladivostok, the Baltic Fleet's destination."

The excited student kurwnaya was reading to his comrades.

"That's fine," said the elderly one. The student went on:

"It is estimated that over forty-eight hundred Russians are dead and